We explore the English Riviera,

a picturesque coastline peppered
with tucked-away bays and
boutique hotels, where a decent
cream tea is never far away
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NOWADAYS, BRITAIN IS A TOURIST DESTINATION TO BE PROUD OF. AND FOR SUNSEEKER OWNERS, THE PORTS OF CALL
DOTTED ALONG THE ENGLISH SOUTHWEST OFFER THE PERFECT SUNSEEKER CRUISING EXPERIENCE — BREATHTAKING
SCENERY, WORLD-CLASS CUISINE AND FIRST-RATE MOORINGS. ROB CROSSAN WEIGHS ANCHOR, AND VENTURES ALONG
DEVON'S PICTURE-POSTCARD COASTLINE

DEVON'S PICTURE-POS T CARD COASTLINE
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Ploughing along a tiny ribbon of asphalt, the bracken, gorse and heather around us turned from
beetroot red, to sable to burnt tobacco as the mist enveloped our Range Rover like something
from a Peter Cushing film of yore.

The landscape of Dartmoor now smothered with nature’s cotton sheet and with the only thing
visible being three sheep chewing obstinately at tufts of grass by the roadside, it was incongruous
indeed to turn into a driveway where the wild and unforgiving landscape of one of the most
untamed regions of rural England yielded to the manicured greenery of an 18-hole golf course.

Slowly coming into view was a baronial manor house of quite spectacular proportions.
Bovey Castle, smack in the middle of Dartmoor in Devon, is an island of tranquillity and grace in
a corner of England where the need for a roaring log fire and a large sofa to escape the elements
is needed perhaps more than anywhere else. For anyone taking their Sunseeker to the region
known as the "English Riviera', this castle is a luxurious bolthole, barely an hour from the various
harbours and marinas — somewhere to head to should the notoriously fickle English weather take
aturn for the worse. Or, conversely, residents of Bovey now have the opportunity to be whisked
down to Torquay for a day's charter onboard the Manhattan 66, "Arctic Sun’ - the perfect
distraction for you and several friends.

Inside Bovey's 100-year-old building, the sensation is like stepping into an eccentric uncle’s
country pile. There are numerous oak-panelled rooms to stroll through, all with thick carpets,
huge sofas and attentive staff ready to serve what is, hands down, the best afternoon tea in
Devon. A Devonshire ceremony has rituals and etiquette all of its own. Rules state that the
arrangement should consist of strong English breakfast tea, accompanied by scones, clotted
cream and strawberry jam, butter should never be included, the scones should be warm and
tradition demands that the scone be sliced in two, then plastered with cream and lastly jam.
Served on a three-tiered cake tray, ours was sensational — and unfinishable. As a wedding party
strolled into our room and the atmosphere began to take on that of a Jeeves and Wooster novel,
the sky brightened and we departed the 400-acre estate to head back to the coast.

Torquay now has a brand-new Sunseeker office on the marina and it was from here, with
local Sunseeker Torquay Sales Director Tom Wills that we set out earlier that day to explore
the best places along this quintessentially English stretch of coastline to drop anchor.

Torquay itself is one of the grand dames of English seaside town and it still possesses
something of the atmosphere of Edwardian times. The gorgeous pavilion building, a former
ballroom, adds a refined air to the promenade, festooned with hanging baskets and fairy lights

The marina itself is excellently equipped — and
unusually, is right in the centre of town.

Excellent food options abound. The Number 7
fish-bistro has its fans but for a real treat, the prime
option is The Orchid. Located inside the beachfront®
Corbyn Head Hotel, the small dining room, with its
semi-circular windows offering wonderful views oul
over the bay, is in the capable hands of head chef
Daniel Kay and has a three-star rosette rating from
the AA Guide - an accolade shared only by two
other restaurants in Devon.

Our dinner there was a superb exercise in
brevity and pleasure. Local sauvignon blanc,
sourced from the Dart Valley, showed just how far
wine from this fair isle has improved in recent years
This zesty, grapefruit-infused vino made for a
perfectly light accompaniment to a starter of cured
salmon, fennel salad and pommery mustard ice
cream followed by a main of roast sea bass with
chorizo sausage, vanilla potatoes and grilled
artichokes. The three-course set menu with coffee
and petit fours is also outstanding value.







Alocal legend, and long-popular with the
local sailing set, is The Cary Arms, locatediat
the bottom of a hill of quite astonishingly=
steep gradient, on Babbacombe Beach: Thisis
a quintessential Inn on the Beach’ where
Sunseeker Torquay host their annual
Sunseeker West Country Cruise







